
Welcome to 

Agincourt Road's 

Kindergarten 

 Program 
 

J’apprends 

  en m’amusant! 
 



 

 

Kindergarten Program Information 

 

General Conduct and Expectations 

Our goal is to help each child reach his/her potential. We encourage each individual to do 

the very best he/she is capable of, both academically and socially. Children need to 

develop a positive self-image and a positive attitude toward their learning and others. In 

the classroom, we encourage the students to be good listeners, courteous, self-

regulated, respectful, responsible, and independent. 
 

The Kindergarten Program  

The Kindergarten Program is a two year program (Year 1 and Year 2). All kindergarten 

programs are 50% English and 50% French.  Planning, assessment, and evaluation are 

based on the following four frames: 
 

 
The Ministry of Ontario Full-Day Early Learning – Kindergarten Program is available 

on the Ministry of Education's Website, http://www.edu.gov.on.ca 
The program embraces: 

 

� The philosophy of childhood education: It is a child-centred, developmentally 
appropriate program.  It strives to establish a strong foundation for the early 

years by providing children with an integrated day of learning.  We work to 

develop confident, independent, self-regulated learners who are inquisitive and 

love learning. 



 

 

� Integrated learning: The program is designed to enable children to connect their 
learning with their own lives and with the world around them. 

� Learning through inquiry: Children have many opportunities to manipulate 
materials, to observe, listen, investigate, experiment, ask questions, and draw 

conclusions. 

� Learning through play- Play provides opportunities for learning in a context in 
which children are at their most receptive. 

 
French as a Second Language Instructional Approach includes: 

� progressively introducing the students to the French language; 
� supporting the acquisition of French by building on the language skills that the 

students already learned; 

� learning to speak French though repetition, imitation, and trial and error with oral 
language being the main component; 

� using non-verbal communication to support comprehension; 
� teaching songs, poems, nursery rhymes;  
� reading French books containing repetition, and referring to environmental print. 
� a principle goal of “understanding” 
� giving each child a firm foundation in oral French with which to enter grade 1 
� providing language experience: reading readiness skills are taught (e.g. identifying 

letters and sounds, direction of print is left to right; comprehension strategies, 

phonemic awareness, etc.) 
 
Assessment, Evaluation, and Communication with Parents: 

Communication with parents is ongoing. Parents are always invited to contact their child’s 

teaching team.  Intake interviews for Year 1 students will take place prior to the start 

of school.   

 

Date Year 1 Kinder Year 2 Kinder 

September Parents will receive 

staggered entry dates in 

July.    

Intake process only for 

children who are new to the 

school.   

November An Initial Observation 

report will be sent home. 

Meet the teachers/ECE to 

conference about child.   

An Initial Observation report 

will be sent home. Meet the 

teachers/ECE to conference 

about child.   

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   

Date Year 1 Kinder Year 2 Kinder 

February A Communication of 

Learning report will be 

sent home. Parent-

Learning Team 

conferences will be held if 

specifically requested by 

parents or teachers/ECE’s. 

A Communication of Learning 

report will be sent home. 

Parent-Learning Team 

conferences will be held if 

specifically requested by 

parents or teachers/ECE’s. 

June A Communication of 

Learning report will be 

sent home. 

A Communication of Learning 

report will be sent home. 

 

Our Kindergarten Day 

During the day, you child will participate in: 

- Large Group Time 

- Small Group Time (including small group work with the teacher) 

- Outdoor Play 

- Learning Centre Time (free choice) 

- Lunch Time, Snack Times 

- Quiet Time 

 

The organization of the day evolves throughout the year to reflect what is happening in 

class and the development of the children and will differ slightly per teacher. 

 

“We don’t speak French, so how can we help our child?” 

� Read daily in your first language with your child. Let your child see the words and 
follow along. Their finger can be the pointer. Gradually incorporate French books 

into your daily reading practice. 

� Expose your child to French outside of school (e.g., French television shows, French 
radio, French web sites, French books and French songs).  

� The monthly calendars and newsletters from your child’s teacher will have lots more 
ideas.   

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Getting a Head Start 
Preparing Your Child for Kindergarten 

These are a few simple ideas you can incorporate into your child's life before the first 

day of kindergarten. You will probably be surprised at how many activities you may 

already be doing together!  

Literacy 

� Please read, read, and read some more to your children. Reading aloud to them 
builds so many language skills (comprehension, rhyme, concepts of print such as 
where to begin reading, vocabulary building, etc.).  

� Visit the library often, hear a storyteller, watch a puppeteer. 
� Have children start with the letters in their own name when attempting to 

recognize and name letters.  

� Also, use the beginning sound in their name as a foundation for building sound 
knowledge. If your child's name starts with P, find other items that start with /p/ 

like popcorn, puzzle, pillow, etc.  

� For writing their names, let children practice (first letter uppercase and all the 
others lowercase) in sand, a small tray of rice, shaving cream, pudding, with finger 
paint, glitter crayons, sidewalk chalk, play dough.  

� Print is all around young children. Some print is already meaningful to our children 
such as names of favourite cereals, restaurants, toys, stores, and more.  

� Play "I spy" - I spy with my little eye something that starts with the sound /m/.  
� Place magnetic letters on the refrigerator at the children’s eye level so they can 

manipulate the letters to form their name, group like letters together, etc.  

� Let your children see you writing letters, cheques, the grocery list. Let them write 
out their own list using kid writing. 

� Create a writing toolbox to store fun writing utensils, paper, envelopes, stickers, 
etc. to encourage writing.  

� Do a lot of language play - jump rope rhymes, silly songs, finger plays, and riddles. 

Math 

� Focus your child's attention on the colours, shapes, and numbers seen all around 
them. Ask him/her to help you read the numerals on signs, to point out the shapes 

of items in the grocery store, to find colours inside and out. 

� Let your budding chef assist you in the kitchen. Let him/her help pour, mix, 
measure, and roll.  



 

 

� Encourage the practice of sorting skills while folding laundry, putting toys away, 
playing with coloured blocks, eating their favourite candies such as M&M's. 

� Play Go Fish, memory games, bingo. You can create similar simple games for the 
shapes and colours. 

� Play dominoes and board games in which children have to roll a die and count how 
many spaces they get to move.  

� Refer to the calendar frequently. Talk about the days of the week, the date, 
count the number of days left until an upcoming event.  

� There are objects all around your home to practice counting (books, shoes, shirts, 
toys, pens). Have your child touch and move each item forward as he/she is 

counting.  

Fine Motor Skills  

� Provide crayons, markers, pencils, scissors, glue, and paints for your child to use 
to express creativity.  

� String beads, Fruit Loops, pasta to make necklaces.  
� Roll and shape play dough into snakes and other interesting creatures.  
� Pick up small objects with tweezers and tongs.  
� Put together puzzles.  
� Play with Lego, Tinker Toys, Bristle Blocks, and other small building toys.  
� Use a Lite-Brite to form pictures and designs.  
� Use scissors to cut straight lines, wavy lines, zig zags, and to make fringe along 

the edge of paper.  

Social and Character Building Skills 

� Provide opportunities for your child to spend time with other children playing and 
talking.  

� Encourage your child to share and to take turns.  
� Give small chores or jobs to your child so that he/she may experience 

responsibility and a sense of accomplishment.  

� Get into a daily routine now so that the transition to those early school days will 
go more smoothly. 

� Talk and model how to express feelings appropriately and with self control.  
� Remind children to listen when others talk (looking into the speaker's eyes, 

waiting their turn to speak).  

 

 



 

 

Safety and Self Help Competence 

� Have your child practice stating his/her home information                                            
in case of emergencies (full name, parents' names, address, telephone number).  

� When going for walks, practice looking both ways before crossing the street and 

walking on the sidewalk.  
� Let children tie, snap, button, and zip their own clothing. This is a great fine motor 

skill accomplishment too.  

� Model and encourage the practice of good hygiene - 
washing hands, covering mouth when coughing, 

covering nose when sneezing, brushing teeth, combing 

hair, etc.  

� Have children get into the habit of always putting 
their toys away after playing and cleaning up after 

themselves.  



 

 

Encouraging and Developing Reading Skills with your child: 
 

Book Skills 

� holding and handling books 
� turning pages 
� identifying the front, back, spine, top, bottom, book cover, book jacket 
� locating the beginning, middle and end of the story 
� understanding the meaning of title, author, illustrator 
� understanding where to read, where to start to read 
� print in a book tells the story…pictures support print 
� pages, page numbers, title page, dedication page, end pages 
 

 

Language Skills 

� comprehension 
� receptive and expressive language 
� picture, letter, word recognition 
� telling a story from a picture 
� picture-print association 
� punctuation (period…question mark…exclamation point…quotation marks…speech 

bubbles) 

 

 

Behavioural Skills 

� eye-hand coordination 
� focus 
� top to bottom 
� return sweep 
� attention 
� left to right progression 
� line by line 
 

 

Copyright OCDSB Early Literacy Program 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Kindergarten Procedures: 
 

School hours: 8:30 am - 3:00 pm   

 

Intake Process: 

The intake process is a special opportunity for parents and children to meet some 

members of the Agincourt Road team for a relaxed informal visit to the school prior to 

the regular attendance of all children. You will receive an invitation with the date and 

time of your intake session and an intake form. Please bring the completed form to your 

intake session.  These sessions typically take place early in September and are a chance 

for your child to familiarize him/her self with some Kindergarten tools and meet some of 

their peers. This will provide children and parents an opportunity to see the classroom, 

get their cubby ready and meet their Learning Team (Teacher and Early Childhood 

Educators).   

 

Bus Routines: 

Parents and caregivers must wait with the children until the bus leaves the pick up point.  

Upon arrival at school, the Kindergarten children are all met by the bus duty teacher and 

walk directly to the front yard. To ensure the safety of your child, it is essential that a 

designated adult meets him/her at the bus stop at the end of the day. If you have not 

met your child at the stop, your child will remain on the bus and the driver will return 

him/her to the school. This is for your child’s safety. Once your child is back at school, it 

is the parent’s/caregiver’s responsibility to pick the child up from school. Please discuss 

these bus routines with your child before the beginning of school. 

To ensure the safe arrival of your child at the correct location, our office will put a 

waterproof tag on your child's backpack indicating the bus he/she takes.  Please do not 

remove this tag. 

 

Kindergarten Entrance Procedures: 

Your child’s safety is our top priority.  In order to allow teachers to effectively 

supervise children and to prevent upset or unnecessary worry, all parents who walk or 

drive their children to school are asked to drop them off at the gate, outside the 

Kindergarten play yard. We respectfully request that parents do not enter the 

Kindergarten play area unless invited to do so. This ensures your child’s security and 

enables us to supervise appropriately.  

 

For security reasons, all visitors are asked to enter the school via the front door. Please 

sign in at the Main Office and obtain a visitor’s badge.  

 



 

 

Personal Information: 

It is of vital importance that the school be kept informed of any changes made to the 

personal information provided to us at registration. This information includes home, work 

and cell phone numbers, street and mailing addresses, emergency contact name and 

phone number, custody arrangements, as well as care giving information and phone 

numbers. If the information we have on record is not up to date, it can result in delays 

reaching you in case of an emergency, creating a very difficult and stressful situation 

for your child and for the Office Staff. 

Attendance: 

Please notify the school before 8:30am on the day of absence by phone (613-225-2750) 

if your child will be absent or late. An answering machine is available to take your 

message if the school office is closed.  You may also email student absence information 

to:  aginstudentabsence@ocdsb.ca . This will save the “Safe Arrival Team” a phone call to 

you to determine the reason for your child’s absence.  Please ensure that absence 

messages reach the office before the start of school on each day of absence.   

Communication: 

Communication between the school and parents is essential. We will keep you informed of 

classroom events and themes through newsletters, notes and calendars.  Your child will 

receive a “Note Tote”, a labeled Ziploc bag that we will provide in September to carry 

mail. At Agincourt, most communication is made by email; therefore we ask that you are 

sure to provide your child's teacher with a current email address by which we can send 

most of our communication.  For those who do not use email regularly, we are happy to 

accommodate paper notes as well. 

Backpack: 

Each child must have a backpack at least 40 x 30cm in size (the children will be visiting 

the school library and bringing home books on a regular basis). The backpack should have 

zipper closure that your child can easily open and close independently. Please clearly 

mark your child’s name on the inside of the pack. 

* Rolling backpacks with wheels are not suitable. 

 

Parent Participation: 

There are numerous ways in which you can contribute to the class/school during the 

school year:  prepare materials (for art/craft projects), donate play centre supplies (i.e.: 

Homemade Play dough, Arts and Craft materials), volunteer for events or fundraisers, 

read to or play with small groups of children, etc.  We will send more information home 

at the beginning of the school year to let you know how you can become involved. 

 

 



 

 

Snack and Lunch: 

There will be times set aside each day for the children to eat a small snack and lunch. 

Nutrition information is an important part of our program, so please make sure you send 

a healthy snack and lunch. Crackers, vegetables, cheese and fruit, sandwiches and even 

warm leftover dinner in a thermos are all good choices (please do not forget to pack 

cutlery). Please send a full water bottle for your child.  Please, no juice.  As we have 

many students with allergies, we ask that you do not send anything with nuts to school.   

 

Clothing & Shoes: 

Please keep safety and self-reliance in mind when your child is dressing for school. Due 

to the active nature of the Kindergarten program, clothing should allow for freedom of 

movement.  All students must have a pair of labelled indoor shoes that are to remain at 

school. Velcro closures enable children to put their shoes on independently. Please 

provide an extra set of clothing to be kept at school in case your child gets wet or 

messy. This set should include shirt, pants, socks and underwear and should be sent in a 

labelled Ziploc bag. 

 

Our Healthy School: 

The Healthy Food for Healthy Schools Act was passed in April 2008. This policy requires 

that all food and beverages sold in our school meet specific nutrition standards.  As a 

school community we are committed to making our school a healthy place to learn.  In 

doing so, we promote healthy choices beyond what is required in the policy.  Should 

special activities or celebrations occur during the school year where food is included, 

students will be requested to only bring in fruit, vegetables or cheese.  We appreciate 

your support as we endeavour to “walk the talk” of healthy eating.  

 

Birthdays: 

Birthdays are special days for young children! Your child will be acknowledged in a special 

way in the classroom and in the office. They will receive Happy Birthday greetings during 

the morning announcements as well. Please do not send birthday cake or treats for the 

class. We are unable to give out food to the students. 

Finally… 

We are thrilled that you and your child are joining our Agincourt Community!  We look 

forward to a wonderful educational partnership as your child grows and learns with us.   
 

 


